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RECOGNIZING DAVID J. 

STEINBERG 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Dr. David J. Steinberg for 
a long and very distinguished career in higher 
education. It is my honor to recognize my 
former employer and one of Long Island’s 
most respected leaders on the occasion of his 
retirement as president of Long Island Univer-
sity. 

Over the course of his life and career, David 
has possessed all the attributes of a strong 
leader and set a shining example for all those 
he has taught and guided. He is a brilliant and 
gifted administrator who has achieved tremen-
dous success and enjoys an impeccable rep-
utation in the higher education community and 
across New York. 

David began to make his mark when he 
started teaching in the history department of 
the University of Michigan, where he soon be-
came a full professor. Before coming to LIU, 
he served as vice president and university 
secretary of Brandeis University. 

An accomplished scholar, David has written 
several books and articles about Southeast 
Asia. He became an expert in the history of 
the Philippines and was a member of the 
international observer team that monitored the 
presidential elections in which Corazon Aquino 
defeated Ferdinand Marcos. 

David spent a year at Columbia University 
on a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship, and he 
holds three degrees from Harvard University, 
where he earned his undergraduate degree, 
and completed his M.A. in East Asian studies 
and a Ph.D. in history. 

In 1985, David was chosen to lead LIU. I 
was fortunate to be the provost and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the university’s Southampton 
Campus while he was president. It was my 
privilege to work under him and learn to ap-
preciate that at the core of David’s vision was 
the goal of expanding access and affordability 
for students in the pursuit of a quality private 
education. 

Since 2009, David has increased institu-
tional student financial aid from $65 million to 
more than $100 million, and he expanded LIU 
into one of the largest and most comprehen-
sive private universities in the United States, 
with six campuses and three overseas cen-
ters. In addition, LIU’s endowment increased 
from $4.8 million to nearly $80 million, and en-
rollment expanded from 19,000 to 24,000 stu-
dents. 

David’s vision has also enabled LIU main-
tain its competitive edge as a leader in the 
use of technology in education through LIU 
Online and LIU Global; the launch of programs 
in emerging fields like forensic science, ge-
netic counseling, mobile GIS, homeland secu-
rity management and environmental sustain-
ability; and the realization of a groundbreaking 
cloud computing initiative, which included the 
largest iPad deployment in American higher 
education. 

Perhaps most important is David’s emphasis 
on the value of community service as an inte-
gral component of LIU’s commitment to en-
hancing the quality of life for the university’s 
neighbors on Long Island. Students attending 

LIU Post alone volunteer 27,500 hours de-
voted to the community each year through 
local initiatives involving health and wellness; 
providing resources for individuals and families 
dealing with autism, aphasia, and post-trau-
matic stress syndrome; and offering instruction 
in literacy and life skills. In fact, both of LIU’s 
residential campuses were named to Presi-
dent Obama’s Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll. 

Additionally, David’s leadership forged LIU’s 
long tradition of complementing its educational 
mission with cultural and artistic endeavors by 
offering world-class performances and arts 
programs at the Tilles Center for the Per-
forming Arts, which is located at LIU Post in 
Brookville. He has indeed nurtured a culture of 
access and excellence that has transformed 
the lives of countless students and in the proc-
ess made an indelible impression on the edu-
cational and cultural landscape of New York 
for future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt that David will 
embrace his retirement with his usual enthu-
siasm and energy. On behalf of New York’s 
first congressional district, I wish him all the 
health and happiness throughout a long retire-
ment with his wife, Joan, his two sons, Noah 
and Jonah, and his grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING SEAN BAKER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Sean Baker. Sean 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 376, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Sean has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Sean has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Sean 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Sean Baker for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,778,336,691.59. We’ve 
added $6,111,901,787,778.51 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 179, I had to return to Georgia due 
to the death of a long time friend, and to at-
tend the wake/funeral. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SHARON O’KEEFE 
EVANS 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mourn the passing of Sharon O’Keefe Evans. 
Sharon was an inspirational woman who 
touched many lives throughout her 56 years. 
She passed after a brief, yet courageous bat-
tle with cancer. 

Sharon grew up in the Chicago suburbs and 
relocated to central Florida to pursue career 
opportunities. Before moving to Florida, she 
attended the University of Illinois, Champaign. 
After graduating in 1974, she became an ac-
complished advertising executive serving in a 
variety of senior positions with leading national 
advertising agencies such as J. Walter 
Thompson and Foot, Cone & Belding. After re-
locating to Florida she held account manage-
ment positions with some of our state’s lead-
ing advertising firms, including Fry, Hammond, 
Barr and PP+K. She was an avid golfer, en-
joying the many beautiful courses our state 
has to offer. During her illness, Sharon was 
treated at Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, a 
national leader in cancer research and treat-
ment. 

Sharon is survived by her parents, William 
O’Keefe and Gay Japinga of Evanston, Illinois, 
and her husband, Doug Evans, of Valrico, 
Florida. As a senior executive with Source 
Interlink Media, Doug is a leading voice in the 
motorsports and automotive industry, pub-
lishing magazines such as ‘Hot Rod’ and 
‘Motor Trend,’ which I have read for many 
years. As a fellow automotive enthusiast, I 
count him as a friend and offer my heartfelt 
condolences to him and his family for this 
great loss. 

Sharon’s final days were spent with Doug 
courageously by her side. It is with sadness 
that we pay tribute to Sharon’s life. This is yet 
another reminder of the need to redouble our 
efforts to find a cure for cancer so that institu-
tions like Moffitt Cancer Center can success-
fully treat those, like Sharon, so that their days 
are no longer cut short by this disease. 

f 

HONORING THE NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP UNIVERSITY OF ALA-
BAMA MEN’S GOLF TEAM 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the 2013 University of Alabama Men’s Golf 
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